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A method of sorting a group of/ objects xn 
accordance with an ascending sequence or a 
descending sequence of order numbers which are 
assigned to the objects, the / objects being 
subjected in successive sorting steps to a sorting 
treatment in that, depending / on the sorting 
criterion as to whether the order number of the 
respective object has or would/ have a zero or a 
one in its binary representation at a point that 
depends on the relevant sorting step, it is 
allocated to a respective first storage area or a 
respective second storage/ area for sorting 
treatment in the next sor/ting step, the least 
significant digit of the/ order number in the 
binary representation beting relevant for the 
sorting criterion in the/ first Sorting step and 
the respective next most / significant digit in the 
order number in the binary representation being 
relevant for the sotting criterion in the 
successive further sorting steps and, beginning at 
the second sorting step, either first all the 
objects from the respective first storage area and 
then the objects from the respective second 
-storage area or first all the objects from the 
second storage area /and then the objects from the 
second storage area - maintaining the relevant 
storage area sequence for all further sorting 
steps - being subjected to the sorting treatment, 
specifically, beginning at the latest from the 
third sorting, step, in the sequence in which the 
objects were supplied to the respective storage 
area in the preceding sorting step. 

The method as claimed in claim 1, the group being 
subdivided in at least one preparation step into a 
subgroup of opjects whose order number is less 
than a relevan't predetermined number, and into a 
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group of objects who^e order number is equal to or 
greater to the afedetermined number, and each 
subgroup being sotted as claimed in claim 1. 

The method a/ claimed in claim 2, characterized in 
that the subgroups are combined in order after 
being soiled, 



•A burling device lor sorting objects in adcbrdanpfe 
with the method as claimed in one of the preceaing 
claims, the sorting device being part dr a 
conveying device, in particular a suspension 
conveying device, in which conveyed goods /Carriers 
are moved and guided on guide eleirfents, in 
particular guide rails, aaong relevant conveying 
paths, as^-t^ansport m^ans for the/objects, the 
sorting /deviae comprising the following features: 

a fj/rst co^ey^nrg path section/to be used as a 
first destination storage area /zsi) and a second 
conveyi\ng t/ath section to be/ used as a second 
destination storage area/ (ZS2) for the 
intermediate storage of / objects located on 
conveyed goods carriers/ during a respective 
sorting step in accordance with the sorting 
criterion relevant in the sorting step, 

a conveying path section to be used as a first 
source storage arear (QS1) and a conveying path 
section to-be used/ as a second source storage area 
(QS2) for prov/ding the objects located on 
conveyed goods / carriers for sorting treatment 
during a respective sorting step, 

at least /ne diverter device (W) between the 
source storage areas (QSi, QS2) and the 
destination* storage areas (ZSI, ZS2) , 

a control device (S) for controlling the supply 
of conveyed goods carriers with objects located on 
them / to the diverter device (W) and for 
cont/rolling the d iverter position of the diverter 
device — {-W-)-^In^such a wav that 
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" ste p , — fe+re — obj ects — f^em — e**e — — fefee — pyan t two 
source storage areas (QS1, QS2) ' and then the y 
objects from the other source storage area 
successively routed to the relevant first 
destination storage area (ZS1) or to the/second 
destination storage area (ZS2) in accor/ance with 
the sor^ijig criterion relevant in t)& respective 
sortin/ ^tep, 

at leaist^dne data reading deylce (L) , provided 
close \^o/the diverter device /(w) , for registering 
order numbers, preferably provided in 

machine-readable form jem the conveyed goods 
carriers, of objects yitfhich are supplied to the 
diverter device (W),/the data reading device (L) 
outputting order njamber information to the control 
device (S) . 
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The sorting / device as claimed in claim 4, 
characterized in that the destination storage 
areas (ZSl , ZS2) and the source storage areas 
(QS1, >QS2) are provided in conveying circuits 
(50i,/50a) which are connected— to — ©fte — another via 
the y ^iv£xtej?--d'eVXce (W) . 





